Whether you write letters, articles, brochures, newsletters, ad copy...
influential words are rooted in: Fluidity, accuracy, correct grammar and
creative expression. When you speak for animals, speak intelligently!

THE ESSAY APPROACH: The hasic essay has four main compo-
nents and provides a paradigm for writing in a well-reasoned manner. It helps you:

= Communicate points clearly.

 Present a convincing argument.

4 MAIN COMPONENTS OF AN ESSAY:

1. INTRODUCTION: State who you are and why your comments matter (letters).
Introduce the main subject with a creative (not melodramatic) lead paragraph
that commands attention (literature, ad copy, articles).

2. THESIS: Link your intro to a synopsis and call to action (letters). Summarize
subject matter and overall objective of your piece (literature, articles).

3. TOPIC PARAGRAPHS: Support your main argument/thesis with topic paragraphs
that each include a topic sentence + supportive facts, stats, quotes, etc.

4, CONCLUSION: Briefly recap your main point and call-to-action (letters). End
with a brief “lead out” paragraph, as compelling as your lead paragraph, that
imparts a strong impression (letters, literature, articles).

The essay approach helps you organize information for a convincing argument.
Advocacy letters benefit from the logical progression of the essay style. FOR
LETTERS WITH I-M-P-A-C-T — TRY:

STATE WHO YOU ARE AND WHY THEY SHOULD CARE ABOUT YOUR COMMENTS.

d TO LEGISLATORS: “/ am a constituent who cares deeply about animal protection
legislation. As a registered voter in your district...”

d TO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS: “I'm a taxpayer weary of reading about animals
Subjected to experimentation for redundant data with no bearing on human
health...” or “As an advocate of viable medical research, | respectfully ask you...”

d TO BUSINESSES: “As a consumer, | cannot patronize your stores until a no-fur poli-
cyis instated...”or “As a potential tourist, | cannot spend my vacation dollars in your
nation until mass killing programs are outlawed and welfare laws enforced...”

Whenever appropriate, personalize your connection to the animal issue: “As a moth-
er, I'd like to buy your line of diapers, lotions and ointments, but | don’t feel confi-
dent using items determined safe in animal tests. Every year over 50% of animal-
tested goods are recalled or relabeled due to harmful repercussions in peaple...”

In the concluding paragraph, repeat your personal connection: “My family would be
pleased to purchase your products and suggest them to our friends, when your compa-
ny replaces old-fashioned animal experiments with more accurate animal-free tests.”

GIVE YOUR LETTER A CENTRAL FOCUS AND SPECIFIC CALL-TO-ACTION. Try not to
merely berate recipients for alleged animal abuse. State your call-to-action within first
two paragraphs and reiterate it in your final paragraph. Understand the ROLE of your
letter’s recipient. Do not ask him/her to do something outside of his/her authority.

d TO DA OR JUDGE IN ANIMAL ABUSE CASE: Prosecuting attorneys CHARGE
offenders + SEEK PENALTIES commensurate with prevailing law (federal, state,
municipal). Judges SENTENCE offenders with penalties. When writing to a prosecuting
attorney be precise: “/ urge uncompromising prosecution, with the maximum five-year
prison sentence and $15,000 fine allowed under present Animal Cruelty Statues of
Georgia. Please seek psychiatric evaluation and counseling for these troubled youths.
They should also be barred from owning or harboring animals in any context...”

d TO LEGISLATORS: Ask your Senators and Representative at state or federal levels
to introduce OR cosponsor/support an animal protection bill. Ask them to oppose a bill's
language it detrimental to animals. Know the bill's number and current status: “At last
week's hearing to assess food inspection blunders, Secretary of Agriculture Edward W.
Schafer asked the Senate Agriculture, Rural Development and Related Agencies
Appropriations Subcommittee to strike down a ban on slaughter of downer cows. As your
constituent, | implore you to protect animals and people. Please support the Downed
Animal and Food Safety Protection Act (H.R. 661/ S. 394) which bans slaughter of down-
er cows, pigs, sheep and all ‘livestock,” and calls for their humane euthanasia.”

d TO GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AGENCIES: “Since the ICCVAM Authorization Act
established the Interagency Coordinating Committee on the Validation of Alternative
Methods in 2000 — ICCVAM's panel has approved just four non-animal tests (among
185 reviews). Comparatively, the European Center for the Evaluation of Alternative
Methods (ECVAM) has 34 human-focused methods in place, with 170 more under
active evaluation... U.S. lawmakers must allocate funds to ICCVAM so informed sci-
entists can develop non-animal models as their European counterpart does.”

d TO PRIVATE INDUSTRY: Ask for a storewide, nationwide, or global policy ban on an
animal-abusive practice (selling fur, experimenting on animals, circus ticket giveaways,
sponsoring rodeo, etc): “Like many shoppers, | cannot in good conscious patronize a
store that sells fur and/or fur trim items. Please instate a storewide no-fur policy...”



