
by Brenda Shoss
In the eyes of the government and some conservative
watchdog groups—Mommy is potential terrorist materi-
al. Please don’t tell my family. They’ll be very upset. Yet
even under oath, I’m sure they’d profess: “Yes, she can
mouth-off. No, she is not a threat to homeland security.”

Obsessive. Fanatic. Wacko. The adjectives ambush on
animal rights activists is old news. But a new brand of
anti-AR soldier has risen from the ashes of 9/11 to tack-
le perceived dissent. With G.I. Joe ferocity, anti-terrorist
task forces comb the countryside in search of animal
rights “terrorists.” According to Bob Kane of Sportsmen’s
and Animal Owners’ Voting Alliance (SAOVA), the AR/Eco
terrorists are set to abolish your right to “Enjoy a steak
dinner, hunt and fish, and pet your favorite cat or dog.”

Doomsday discourse is typical of far-right groups such as
SAOVA, Center for Consumer Freedom, Foundation for
Biomedical Research, and National Animal Interest
Alliance (NAIA) — whose members represent National
Cattlemen, Rodeo, Fur Commission USA, Pharmaceuticals
and others with a financial stake in animal use. But when
the respected Southern Poverty Law Center issues an in-
depth Intelligence Report listing my colleagues as thugs,
I am compelled to ask: What is going on here?

food additives, dyes, pesticides/herbicides, adhesives, and
pharmaceutical goods. As a speaker invited to solemnize
Huntingdon’s 50th Anniversary and the death of 9 million
animals over half a century, I discussed the despair activists
feel when they view HLS undercover videos and journals.

The debunkers, who likely saw my biography on SHAC’s
website, paint a skewed portrait that vilifies the messen-
ger instead of the message. It makes sexier press to pit
activists against “a company that uses animals to find
cures for deadly diseases,” as noted in the Waterbury
Republican American’s Animal Rights Terrorists — a
report that equates soap and bug spray with life-saving
science — than to accept verified evidence against HLS.

In fact, HLS has acquired 32 violations of the Federal
Animal Welfare Act, 16 violations of Good Laboratory
Practice in England, a $50,000 payoff to the U.S.
Agriculture Department for inept recordkeeping, and docu-
mented animal abuse/scientific fraud in six investigations.

What you won’t see on the evening news is the videotape
of an HLS tech who repeatedly punches a squealing bea-
gle puppy in the face. You won’t read about the noxious
materials pumped into each animal’s stomach for toxicity
tests “only reliable 5-25% of the time,” as stated in one
HLS record. You won’t hear about the animals who return
to barren cages to seize, vomit and collapse unattended.
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McCarthyism redux? Law enforcers now treat animal
advocates as drug dealers, gangsters, and violent fun-
damentalist sects. AR activist J. Johnson, 19, discov-
ered his status as “Member of Terrorist Organization”
when a friendly Illinois cop providing roadside assis-
tance offered to run Johnson’s license to demonstrate
police technology. To the surprise of both, a screen
flashed Johnson’s home address and photo along with
“Animal Rights Extremist” and “Domestic Terrorist.”

In Dec. 2002, AnimalRights.Net
(subtitle: Debunking the animal
rights movement) briefly post-
ed my name and address with
directions to “Please call and
demonstrate against these
nuts.” My fellow nuts included
Kevin Jonas of Stop
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty
(SHAC) and a third woman with
no ties to the AR movement.

Earlier that month, Kevin and I
joined 300 activists in East
Millstone, New Jersey to protest
Huntingdon Life Sciences, a con-
tract lab that conducts animal
tests for household cleaners,


