
by Brenda Shoss

His muddy ID tag recalled another place: A
home defined in sloppy kisses, waggy-tail
reunions, and a worn spot at the end of the
couch. But a bullet to the head erased that life.

The dog lay among the carcasses uncovered in
an August 2003 raid of Class B dealer C.C.
Baird’s Martin Creek Kennels in Williford, Ark.
Federal inspectors found 750 survivors amid
cement dog pens caked in feces, urine and rot-
ting food. Many had puncture wounds and lacer-
ations. At the end of a six-day criminal inquest
involving the U.S. Department of Agriculture and
five other government agencies, authorities con-
fiscated 125 ailing dogs and a lone cat.

C.C. Baird was a Church of Christ Minister and the
country’s most prolific trafficker in random-source
animals. The Arkansas operator, with commerce
across southern Missouri, paid “bunchers” $5 to
$30 for animals obtained from unknown sources.
Baird annually resold about 3,000 dogs to aca-
demic research departments in Missouri, Illinois,
California, Florida, and nearly 46 other animal-
testing labs nationwide. Dogs went for $150-$700
a head. Cats netted $50-$200 a piece.

Tens of thousands of animals were lost along
Baird’s 16-year trail of counterfeit health cer-
tificates and vague records. In a 108-page
complaint filed seven months after the raid, the
USDA charged Baird, wife Patsy, and daughters
Jeanette and Patricia with over 1,000 violations
of the Animal Welfare Act.

The Bairds settled with the USDA for an
unprecedented $262,700 fine and permanent
loss of the family’s four breeder/deal er licens-
es in the January 2005 civil case.

In July 2006, the U.S. Attorney’s criminal indict-
ment landed Baird 3 years probation and 6 months
home detention. Baird pled guilty to felony charges
of conspiracy to launder money involving the sale

of dogs and cats to research labs. Wife Patsy
was sentenced to 2 years probation and the
Bairds incurred $10,000 in criminal fines.

Seizure of the Baird farms marks the fall of a pet-
theft dynasty. Still, roughly 1,100 Baird-type
dealers are USDA-licensed to amass dogs and
cats from “random sources,” a term legalized in
1966. Over the last 30 years, tax-subsidized
interstate traffic in stolen animals has flourished.

The Animal, Plant and Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) arm of the USDA regulates animal dealers.
This financially strapped agency employs a relative
handful of inspectors to monitor thousands of Class 

A licensees (breeders), Class B licensees (bro-
kers), Class C licensees (exhibitors), handlers, and
biomedical researchers.

Brokers like Baird easily sell animals of suspect
origin to researchers, dogfighters, breeders, and
the meat and fur trades. Class A dealers, who
mass-produce animals at “puppy mills,” also
function with minimal oversight. Anyone with $10
can pick up a USDA animal dealer license.

The Pet Protection Act of 1990 orders Class B deal-
ers to maintain verifiable records on the acquisition
or disposition of their animals. Yet more than half of
USDA records are incomplete or fraudulent. A dealer
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